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with the word of truth, that
we should be akind of first

anything like the seed that
was planted.

fruits of his creatures”. Sointhe
he case of corn, you
¢ stick ayellow, U-
Feast days are linked shaped seed and

to harvests of vari-
ous types of agricul-
tural produce, espe-

and a greater harvest s
in the fall.

Bread we see God telling the
Israelites to eat unleavened
bread seven days.

and the seed to illustrate the
Kingdom of Heaven (Maitt.
13).

God our Father uses
the analogy of grain and
compares Christians with the
first fruits or first produce
reaped by afarmer.

James 1:18 says,
“Of hisown will begat he us

Grain picturesthe
hope of al Christians - the

Explaining the
change in our bodies that
will occur at the resurrec-
tion, he makes the point that
when you plant a grain of
corn (or any grain for that
matter — wheat, rye, barley,
rice, etc.) the plant that
comes up does not look

§ what emergesisa
tall, green plant with
long, narrow |eaves.

ciadly grain. The ques-
In fact the tion again is, why
Feasts were organ- grain?
ized around the two To answer
annual harvest sea- thislet’slook at
Of his own will sonsin ancient Isragl some of the qualities
begat he us with —asmall, grain har- of grain.
the word of truth, vest in the spring Firstly,

grain does not ap-
pear as asingle ker-

fruits of his Have you nel when it is grow-
creatures ever wondered why? | ing or reeped.
In the Feast Itisalways
of Unleavened produced in alarge

quantity.
A single ear of corn,
for example, can contain hun-

CHALLENGES 2 Bread ismadefrom  resurrection of the dead. dreds of individual kernels.
grain. The wave sheaf offer- Christ drew that Likewise wheat,
ing isoffered from “thefirst ~ analogy in John 12: 24 when  barley or ryeis produced in

PASSOVER 3 fruits of your harvest”. he said, “Verily, verily, | say ~ clusters with hundreds of

Agricultureis unto you, Except a corn of kernelson asingle stalk.
linked to life therefore the wheat (sic) (should be ker- This symbolizes
suggestion is the Feast days nel) fal intotheground and  God's desire that we be

WALKWITH GOD 4 are linked to life also. die, it abideth alone: but if it united as one; that we are

Christ Himself used  die, it bringeth forth much indistinguishable from each
THINGS WE a agricultureto make spiritual  fruit.” other asindividual k_ernels
SHOULD DO analogies. The Apostle Paul appear on the threshing floor.
For example, He expanded on that concept in It also shows that
used the parable of thesower | Corinthians 15: 35-44. God isinterested in produc-

ing alarge number of spirit
beings with the bodies men-
tioned in | Corinthians 15:44
—Itissown anatural body; it
israised a spiritua body....

God clearly wants a
large family! Remember He
callsus SONS!

Continued on p. 2



WHEN

GRAIN
IS
REAPED
WE GET
MILLIONS
OR EVEN

BILLIONS

OF KERNELS.
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When a bountiful
harvest of grainisreaped and
threshed, we get millions or
even billions of individual
kernels.

The sight of
such large quantities
of grain being poured II.
into silos or being
loaded into ships §
wows the observer! o
Andthisis %

suggestive of what the
Family of God will "“h A
o

look likewhenwe are |
changed and appear
with our “glorious’ |
bodies.

God is offer-
ing the fantastic gift h"
of being His Sonsto
ALL OF HUMAN-
KIND.

That means hillions
of human beings!

€9

ave
we
been facing challenges of
any kind lately?

Here are afew sug-
gestions to see us through.

Do not let our com-
mitment to God be affected
by our circumstances.

Jesus Christ wants
us to be like him, and to be
like him we must nurture
the fruit of the Spirit, love,
joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness and goodness
and faith is the greatest
part.

Secondly, grainin
the fruit-bearing phase
(the new corn, wheat etc.)
isvisibleto al even from a
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distance (as opposed to root
crops where the fruit is under-
ground).

-

Thisis symbolic of
the manner in which Chris-
tians should conduct them-
selves.

Christ said: “Yeare

the light of the world.
A city that isset on an
hill cannot be hid.

“Neither do men

" light acandle and put it

_ ";i ‘under abushel, but on

acandlestick; and it

. giveth light unto all

that are in the house.
“Let your light so

+ they may see your good
works, and glorify your
Father whichisin
heaven. Matt. 5:14-16
(KIV).

That isthe signifi-
cance of grain asasymbol in
God' s Feasts. And the mean-
ings are awesome!
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: “ by Joyce Joseph

We must communi-
cate and encourage one an-
other in all good things.

There are times
when trouble arises, sorrow
and pain seem to be endless
and our faith is tested in
many ways.

We should use
Christ daily in our lives to
adjust to each situation that
may arise.

At that crucial point
our weakness becomes
stronger and our strengthisin
our faith in God.

We must remember
adways that as we have re-
ceived Christ Jesus, so we
must walk in him in sprit and
in truth.

The enemy fills us
with unhappiness but God

fills us with happiness.

God is not mocked
for whatsoever a man sows
that shall he also reap.

We must not sow
discord among friends.

Do we get angry at
times? What should we do at
that moment?

We should remember
Christ knows. He responds to
those who diligently seek him
even though we try to make
him angry.

Remember that if we
fail to obey God's laws we
can be deprived of that great
promise He has in store for
us.

So live the good
life and pursue peace. Our
challenges will be won.
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ast year just be-

fore Easter, a
friend sent me this bit of
trivia. “Thisyear isthe earli-
est Easter any of uswill ever
see the rest of our lives!

“And only the most
elderly of our population
have ever seen it this early
(95 years old or older). And
none of uswill seeit earlier!

“Here are facts: The
next time Easter will be this
early (March 23) will bethe
year 2228 (220 years from
now). Thelast time it was
this early was 1913.

“The next time it
will be earlier, March 22, will
bein the year 2285 (277
years from now). The last
time it was on March 22 was
1818."

Itisnot trivia. It is
theingrained belief system of
the mgjority of Christiansin
the world today.

Chrigtiansin this
country and throughout the
world celebrated Good Friday
and Easter Sunday on Friday
10 and Sunday 12, April, as
the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ respectively.

A very few would
have celebrated the Passover
in commemoration of his
death.

Christians who have
not attended church for the
year and are not in the habit
of attending church attended
these services.

From the Vatican to
Trinidad and Tobago Chris-
tians paid exulting homage to
God for the sacrifice of his
Son Jesus Christ.

by Newton P. James

In Trinidad, on
Good Friday, Christians
made the trek to the San Fer-
nando Hill and Calvary Hill
in Arima, observing the vari-
ous Stations of the Crosson
their way to the top of these
hills.

On Easter Sunday
many Christian churches held
sunrise services to celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus.

They sang and cele-
brated the resurrection of our
Lord. They were al happy.

Butisthisin align-
ment with the accurate his-
torical perspective of the
death and resurrection of Je-
sus' death?

No one, occasional
or committed modern Chris-
tian, would deny that Good
Friday celebrates Christ’s
death and Easter Sunday his
triumphant resurrection from
the grave.

However, save and
except that Christ died and
was resurrected, there seems
to be little that modern Chris-
tianity understands about this
most important time of the
year.

If you are going to
celebrate or commemorate a
past event, you would do so
on the date it occurred.

Our independenceis
acasein point. We celebrate
it on August 31 only.

Shouldn’t observing
the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ it be the same?

That' s the big ques-
tion for the wider body of
Christians. Jesus Christ was
crucified on Passover eve-
ning.

All the gospels bring
this out notably Luke 22:7,

13, and 14: Passover was
held during the night.

Inits historical
context Jesus Christ was
crucified on the eve of the
days of unleavened bread
or thefirst day of unleav-
ened bread which isaholy
day.

John 19:31 saysit
was the Preparation Day
[for that Sabbath was a
high day Sabbath]. A high
day Sabbath is an annual
Sabbath not the seventh
day Sabbath or the ten
commandments Sabbath as
it is sometimes described.

The seventh day
Sabbath istranslated from
the Hebrew word * shabbat’
and high day Sabbath from
the word ‘ shabbaton’ .

Therein liesthe
key to theidentifying the
Sabbath which follows the
crucifixion. Today, modern
Christianity subtly ac-
knowledges it by referring
toit as‘Holy Thursday’.

Inits historical
and biblical context it was
the first day of the feast of
unleavened bread - the day
which follows the Passover
- which was a holy day.
Christ was crucified on a
Wednesday in AD 31.

Historians give
the date as April 25 which
meshes with scripture that
the messiah would be cut
off in the midst of the
week.

It confirms that
that Thursday was in fact
the high day Sabbath, the
first day of unleavened
bread and therefore a holy
day.

Why isthe Thurs-
day before Good Friday
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called Holy Thursday? Do
you know?

It isbecausein
its historical context it
was the day that followed
the Passover on which
Jesus was crucified, man-
dated by God as a holy
day - being thefirst day of
unleavened bread.

Itisgreat proof
that the messiah was in-
deed crucified on a
Wednesday.

Its spiritual sig-
nificance has been lost
through the passage of
time and has been twisted
and replaced by the mean-
ingless expression ‘Holy
Thursday’ that is at odds
with the word of God.

The high day
Sabbath was the first day
of unleavened bread. Je-
sus Christ was crucified
on Passover.

According to the
Bible, Passover occurs on
the fourteenth day of the
first month in the Hebrew
caendar.

It was instituted
in Egypt centuries before
Christ came and centuries
before Christianity. Exo-
dus 12: 1, 6 start the time-
line.

Leviticus 23: 5-
7, givesthe various
months. And on the four-
teenth day of thefirst
month was the Passover.

On the fifteenth
day of the same month
was the feast of unleav-
ened bread.

Since Jesus was
crucified on the fourteenth
day of the first month
according to scripture,

Continued on p. 4
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then any celebration of his
death must indeed occur on
that day.

Thisyear, Christian-
ity celebrated the crucifixion
on April 10.

However, according
to Hebrew calendar PASS-
OVER, which commemorates
the crucifixion, fell on April
8, the fourteenth day of first
month according to the He-
brew calendar.

Why did Christianity
celebrate the crucifixion on
the sixteenth day of thefirst
month - April 10 - instead of
the fourteenth day as God
instituted?

And why does
Christianity celebrate Easter
Sunday as the resurrection
Sunday?

Woas Christ truly
resurrected on a Sunday?

But more impor-
tantly did God institute this
celebration? Where in the
bibleisit found?

Itiscertainly not
grounded in scripture. Not
even remotely.

Asit pertainsto the
celebration of these days,
Chridtianity isfar removed
from scripture- the unchang-
ing word of GOD.

The apostle Paul,
writing to the Corinthian
church in 1 Corinthians 5:7,
said Christ our Passover was
crucified for us so let us keep
the feast. meaning the feast of
unleavened bread. confirming
the observance of these
feadts.

Passover is com-
manded by God. Good Friday
and Easter Sunday are not.

They arenot in
scripture. They are not

biblically correct!

Walk with God

by Pauline Guerra-Williams
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he Bible saysto
search the scriptures daily.

Do we respond or
do we just wait until the
next Sabbath to hear the
Sermon or Sermonette and
then we act on the mes-
sages?

Remember, our
walk with God must be on
adaily basis. Why, you
might ask, must we search
the scriptures? The scrip-
tureisthe armor of God!

Acts17:11tellsa
story of the Bereans who
were “more noble” than
the peoplein Thessalonica,
“in that they received the
word with all readiness of
mind, and searched the
scriptures daily whether
those things were so”.

Il Tim. 3:16 says
al scriptureis given by
inspiration of God and is
profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteous-
ness.

Remember, Christ
had the armor of God and
he used it whenever Satan
tempted him.

Luke 4:2-10tells
of Christ’s temptation be-
fore his ministry began.

The devil said unto
him, “If thou be the Son of
God, command this stone
that it be made bread.”

Christ responded
with “It iswritten, that
man shall not live by bread
aone, but by every word
of God.”

The devil next
tried to tempt Christ by
offering him power in ex-
change for worship.

Jesus told him,
“Get thee behind me,
Satan; for it iswritten,
Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him
only shalt thou serve’.

The devil tried
another strategy - ap-
pealing to human vanity.

He put Christ on
a steeple of the temple
and told him to jump off
“for it iswritten, He
shall give hisangels
charge over thee, to keep
thee: And in their hands
they shall bear thee up,
lest at any time thou
dash thy foot against a
stone.”

Christ replied
with: “it issaid (written),
Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God.”

Every time Jesus
Christ was tempted he
said three most impor-
tant words “it iswrit-
ten”.

Satan knows
what is written. He
knows that the know!-
edge of God is the armor
of God.

So, let us put on
the armor of God and
not wait for the Sabbath
to hear the word.

Let usread our
bibles daily and walk
with God.

THINGS WE
SHOULD DO

= Pray for one another
= Pray for the Church
= Pray for our leaders

= Pray for God's
protection daily

= Examine ourselves
daily

= Unleaven ourselves
daily

= BENOT AFRAID

2009 DATES TO
REMEMBER

FIRST DAY OF THE SACRED
YEAR — March 25
PASSOVER — April 8
DAYS OF UNLEAVENED
BREAD — April 9-15
PENTECOST —May 31
FEAST OF TRUMPETS —
September 19

DAY OF ATONEMENT —
September 28

Feast of TABERNACLES —
October 3-9

LAST GREAT DAY —
October 10
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